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Location and Extent 

This LCA comprises a series of distinctive peaks and glacial lakes forming the western boundary of the National Park 
and is bounded to the east by the A4085. 

 
 

Key Characteristics 

Á Large scale, exposed landscape 

Á Series of valleys between craggy mountain peaks 

Á Cultural heritage interest 

 

Evaluation  

The following table illustrates the appraisal of this Landscape Character Area (LCA) against sensitivity criteria which 
have been predetermined for the five different development types. 
 

Key Higher  
Sensitivity  

↑ Medium  
Sensitivity - 

Lower 
Sensitivity ↓ 

Criterion/development type 
not applicable  

 
 

Sensitivity Criteria Characteristics of the LCA 

Assessment of Landscape 
Sensitivity to each 
Development Type 

W
in

d
 E

n
e

rg
y 

F
ie

ld
 S

ca
le

 S
o

la
r 

P
V

 

E
n

e
rg

y 

4
0

0
 k

V
 O

ve
rh

e
a

d
 

L
in

e 

M
o

b
ile

 M
a

st
s 

S
ta

tic
 C

a
ra

v
a

n
/ 

C
h

a
le

t P
a

rk
s 

L
a
n

d
s
ca

p
e 

Scale Typically a large scale landscape. 
 
VS8: Medium (31%)/ Large (69%) 

↓     

Field Pattern, 
Scale and 
Enclosure 

Not applicable 

      

Landform Typified by high hills and valleys; a series of 
distinctive peaks and glaciated valleys with glacial 
lakes found at the valley heads. 
 
VS Classification Level 2: Exposed Upland/Plateau 

(64%)/ Hills, Lower Plateau & Scarp Slopes (21%) / 

Lowland Valleys (15%) 

VS4: High Hills/Mountains (69%)/ Hills/ Valleys (15% / 

Rolling/Undulating (16%) 

↑   ↑ ↑ 

Landcover  Open, craggy mountain summits, rough upland 
grazing and scarp slopes and large rectangular 
enclosures of ffridd interspersed with large lakes.  
Semi-improved pastures and rough grassland fields 

↑   ↑ ↑ 



  

 

Sensitivity Criteria Characteristics of the LCA 

Assessment of Landscape 
Sensitivity to each 
Development Type 
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on lower slopes and valleys defined by a small-scale 
historic field pattern. 
 
VS Classification Level 3: Upland Moorland (56%)/ 

Open Lowland Valleys (11%) / Hillside & Scarp Slopes 

Mosaic (15%) /Hillside & Scarp Slopes Mosaic (15%) 

/Wooded Hillside& Scarp Slopes (5%) 

VS5: Open Land (64%)/ Field Pattern/ Mosaic (23%)/ 

Woodland (5%)/ Mixture (6%) 

Man-made 
Influences 
 

Centrally, the LCA is unsettled with little human 
influence. 
 
Human influence increases slightly around the 
periphery of the LCA with a few clustered dwellings 
along minor roads and the A4085 to the east. There 
is also one caravan park to the south. 
 
VS6: Scattered Rural/Farm (9%)/ Clustered (20%) / No 

Settlements (70%) 

VS27: Good (9%)/ Fair (90%) 

↑   ↑ ↑ 

Settlement 
Pattern 

Not applicable 

 
     

Skylines and 
Settings 

A series of prominent peaks and views to the 
summit of Snowdon to the north and north east 
form distinctive skylines for this LCA. 

 

↑   ↑  

V
is

u
a

l 

Movement Movement is infrequent, especially in the central 
area. Occasional movement comes from the more 
peripheral road network. 
 
VS18: Occasional (14%) / Frequent (13%) / Infrequent (72%) 

↑     

Visibility, Key 
Views, Vistas 
and Typical 
Receptors (both 

within and outside of 
each Landscape 
Character Area) 

Views are typically open and exposed, especially 
from the higher vantage points. 
 
Views from the valley bottom are typically enclosed, 
and confined by the surrounding landform. 
 
VS9: Enclosed (15%)/ Open (16%)/ Exposed (64%) / 

Confined (5%) 

↑   ↑ ↑ 



  

 

Sensitivity Criteria Characteristics of the LCA 

Assessment of Landscape 
Sensitivity to each 
Development Type 
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Typical receptors include occupiers, users and 
visitors to the following: 
Á Clustered properties and scattered farms  
Á Snowdonia National Park 
Á Long distance routes including Sustrans 

national cycle route Lôn Las Cymru between 
Cardiff and Holyhead (NCN route 8) and a 
further link to NCN route 8 

Á Open Access Areas 
Á Local attractions such as the Welsh Highland 

Railway 
Á Local public rights of way 
Á The A4085 and A498 tourist routes 
Á The local road network 

Views to and 
from 
Important 
Landscape and 
Cultural 
Heritage 
Features (both 

within and outside of 
each Landscape 
Character Area) 

These include: 
Á Snowdonia National Park (including 

Snowdon) 
Á Glaslyn & Dywryd Estuary Landscapes, 

North-Western Fringes of Snowdonia and 
Porthmadog and Tremadog Bay SLAs 

Á Aberglaslyn and Nantlle Valley Registered 
Historic Landscapes 

Á Hillforts 
Á Registered Park and Garden 
Á ELDP Area of Natural Beauty (Development 

Policy 2) 

↑   ↑  

Condition Not applicable 
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Scenic Quality 
and Character 

Typically High LANDMAP evaluation with some areas 
Outstanding. 
 
VS25: Strong (63%)/ Moderate (20%)/ Weak (17%) 

VS46: High (67%)/ Moderate (18%)/ Outstanding (10%)/ 

Low (5%) 

VS47: High (73%)/ Moderate (27%) 

VS48: High (73%)/ Moderate (19%)/ Outstanding (9%) 

↑   ↑ ↑ 

Remoteness/ 
Tranquillity 

Typically a highly tranquil landscape. Parts of the 
LCA are exposed and wild in places. 
 

↑   ↑ ↑ 



  

 

Sensitivity Criteria Characteristics of the LCA 

Assessment of Landscape 
Sensitivity to each 
Development Type 
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The A4085 bounds the eastern edge of the LCA 
introducing some minor disturbance and noise 
intrusion. 
 
VS24: Exposed; Wild (56%)/ Sheltered (15%)/ Other (12%) / 

Exposed (8%)/ Other; Attractive; Settled; Spiritual (5%) 



  

 

Sensitivity Criteria Characteristics of the LCA 

Assessment of Landscape 
Sensitivity to each 
Development Type 
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Landscape 
Value 
(including landscape 
related features) 

The entire LCA falls within the National Park.  
 
Nationally designated features also include Open 
Access Areas and Sustrans national cycle route Lôn 
Las Cymru between Cardiff and Holyhead (NCN route 
8) and a further link to NCN route 8. 
 
Much of the area is classified as ELDP Area of Natural 
Beauty. 
 
Typically High to Outstanding LANDMAP evaluation. 
 
VS50: High (69%)/ Moderate (22%)/ Outstanding (9%) 

VS49: High (64%)/ Moderate (30%)/ Low (5%) 

LH45: High (43%)/ Moderate (20%)/ Low (11%)/ 

Outstanding (27%) 

LH42: Unassessed (98%) 

GL31: Outstanding (99%) 

GL33: Outstanding (99%) 

↑   ↑ ↑ 

Historic Value Northern parts of this LCA lie within the Nantlle 
Valley Registered Historic Landscape and southern 
parts lie within Aberglaslyn Registered Historic 
Landscape. 
 
This area also includes hillforts. 
 
Typically High LANDMAP evaluation with some areas 
Outstanding. 
 
HL38: High (43%)/ Moderate (35%)/ Unassessed (22%) 

HL35: High (57%)/ Moderate (9%)/ Outstanding (34%) 

HL40: High (62%)/ Moderate (6%)/ Outstanding (32%) 

↑   ↑ ↑ 

 

Overall Landscape Sensitivity and Strategy  

 



  

 

The following tables provide an overall summary of sensitivity in relation to the relevant development types22 (based 
on the LCA sensitivity evaluation table), together with the proposed landscape strategy: 
 

WIND ENERGY DEVELOPMENTS 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY  

Very High 

Although the large scale may be indicative of a lowered sensitivity to wind energy 
development this is far outweighed by the natural characteristics of this highly 
distinctive and scenic upland mountain landscape which impart a high degree of 
sensitivity and have resulted in its designation within Snowdonia National Park.  
Much of this area is also defined within the ELDP as an Area of Natural Beauty. 
 
Sensitivity is further enhanced by prominent peaks and views to and from the 
summit of Snowdon and other important landscape and cultural heritage 
features including the Llŷn AONB, Anglesey AONB and a number of Registered 
Historic Landscapes. A relative lack of human influence imparts a strong sense of 
remoteness and tranquillity and at times wilderness throughout much of this LCA.  
This combined with a high number of sensitive visual receptors, further enhances 
sensitivity.  The perception of tranquillity is locally eroded along the road corridor 
to the east. 

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY 

Landscape Objective 
Landscape Protection 

Baseline Development No existing or consented wind energy developments 

Indicative Overall Capacity 

Typically no capacity for wind energy developments (with the exception of a 
limited number of domestic to micro scale wind energy developments which 
should relate well to existing settlement/buildings and which are outside of the 
ELDP Area of Natural Beauty.) 

MOBILE MASTS 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Very High 

The natural characteristics of this highly distinctive and scenic upland mountain 
landscape impart a high degree of sensitivity and have resulted in its designation 
within Snowdonia National Park.  Much of this area is also defined within the 
ELDP as an Area of Natural Beauty. 
 
Sensitivity to mobile mast development is further enhanced by prominent open 
upland areas, craggy peaks and views to and from the summit of Snowdon and 
other important landscape and cultural heritage features including the Llŷn 
AONB, Anglesey AONB and a number of Registered Historic Landscapes. A 
relative lack of human influence imparts a strong sense of remoteness and 
tranquillity and at times wilderness throughout much of this LCA.  This combined 
with a high number of sensitive visual receptors, further enhances sensitivity.  
Sensitivity to mobile mast development is locally reduced where the perception 
of tranquillity is locally eroded along the road corridor to the east, where there 
are large blocks of coniferous plantation and also in Beddgelert where there are 
already a few mobile masts. 

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY 

                                                           
22 NOTE: This LCA falls outside the study areas for field-scale solar PV energy and 400 kV overhead line developments, therefore there are no strategies for 

these types of development. 

 



  

 

Landscape Objective 
Landscape Protection 

Baseline Development - 1 no. mobile mast development 
- 1 no. camouflaged mast development 

Indicative Overall Capacity 

Typically no capacity for mobile mast developments (with the exception of a 
limited number of sensitively sited and well-designed camouflaged mobile 
masts.) 

STATIC CARAVAN/ CHALET PARKS AND EXTENSIONS 

OVERALL SENSITIVITY 

Very High 

The natural characteristics of this highly distinctive and scenic upland mountain 
landscape impart a high degree of sensitivity and have resulted in its designation 
within Snowdonia National Park.  Much of this area is also defined within the 
ELDP as an Area of Natural Beauty. 
 
Sensitivity to static caravan/chalet park development and extensions is further 
enhanced by the highly exposed and prominent open upland areas and craggy 
peaks, which together with a relative lack of human influence impart a strong 
sense of remoteness and tranquillity and at times wilderness throughout much of 
this LCA.   
 
Although the perception of tranquillity is locally eroded along the road corridors 
around the edges of the LCA these corridors remain relatively unsettled and are 
highly visible from surrounding mountains therefore greatly increasing sensitivity. 
 
Sensitivity is locally reduced where static caravan/chalet parks are located to the 
far north and south of this LCA and where large blocks of coniferous plantation 
are found to the north west of Beddgelert. 

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY 

Landscape Objective 
Landscape Protection 

Baseline Development - 1 no. large development 
- 2 no. very small development 

Indicative Overall Capacity 

Typically no capacity within the ELDP Area of Natural Beauty for static 
caravan/chalet park developments.  However, outside of these areas, there 
may be capacity for a limited number of sensitively sited, well designed and 
very small to small scale static caravan/chalet park developments. 

 

Guidance 

The table below provides LCA specific Guidance notes on siting developments to minimise adverse effects. 

Guidance Notes on Siting 
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Conserve the natural beauty of Snowdonia National Park, its special qualities and its 
wider setting.  Consider the effects of development on views to and from Snowdonia 
National Park. The effect of development outside the National Park boundary needs to 
be considered using visualisations.  Development must avoid creating a sense of 
unacceptable encroachment, encirclement, prominence, or discordance, individually or 
cumulatively on the National Park. 

V V V 



  

 

Development should respect and conserve the character and setting of the landscape 
defined within the ELDP as Areas of Natural Beauty, in particular areas valued for their 
remote and wild qualities. 

V V V 

Consider the effects of development in relation to the strong intervisibility between the 
Anglesey and Llŷn AONBs and Snowdonia National Park. 

V V V 

Consider the effects of development on views to and from Llŷn AONB. V V V 
Conserve the special qualities of the Glaslyn & Dywryd Estuary Landscapes, North-
Western Fringes of Snowdonia and Porthmadog and Tremadog Bay Special Landscape 
Areas. 

V V V 

Avoid siting developments on open skylines or hillsides and protect key views, 
particularly towards the National Park. 

V V  

Ensure that developments are clearly separate so that their effect on the perception of 
the landscape remains local and there is no collective / cumulative defining influence on 
the experience of the landscape. This requires a particularly careful consideration of the 
cumulative effects of existing and proposed developments. 

V V V 

Maintain the integrity of Aberglaslyn and Nantlle Valley Registered Historic Landscape. V V V 
Protect the settings of designated and other important cultural heritage features 
including Registered Park and Gardens; and the key views to and from these features. 

V V V 

Consider views from residential receptors, particularly those that already have views of 
existing modern vertical developments, such as 400 kV overhead lines. Siting of 
additional vertical development should aim to avoid cumulative visual effects. 

V V  

Avoid cumulative effects on popular routes including Sustrans national cycle route Lôn 
Las Cymru between Cardiff and Holyhead (NCN route 8), a further Link to NCN route 8) 
and other valued local viewpoints – use visualisations to assess sequential views 
(including views to existing development). 

V V V 

Avoid cumulative effects on the A487 tourist route and the Welsh Highland Railway. V V V 
Site smaller development close to existing buildings to avoid the proliferation of 
development within the less developed parts of this LCA. 

V V V 

Consider the locations of existing and proposed development when planning a new 
development to avoid incremental cumulative effect. 

V V V 

Maintain intervisibility between hilltop cultural heritage features.    
 

 


