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Location and Extent
This landscape Character Area is considered to be the eastern gateway into the National Park and is centred on the

Afon Conwy as it flows through the eastern edge of the National Park.

Key Characteristics

A Large scale, open rural landscape
A Undulating landform defined by the Afon Conwy and its tributaries
Evaluation

The following table illustrates the appraisal of this Landscape Character Area (LCA) against sensitivity criteria which
have been predetermined for the five different development types.
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Scale Typically a large scale landscape.
Field Pattern, Not applicable
Scale and
Enclosure
Landform Undulating vale landscape with occasional rounded
hill summits.
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Landcover A varied mosaic of historical small-medium size,

irregular fields, predominantly pastoral interspersed

with wooded valleys and riverbanks with large mixed

and coniferous plantation dominant to the north of t
the LCA. Pockets of open rough grazing are present

on many hill summits.




Sensitivity Criteria

Characteristics of the LCA

Assessment of Landscape
Sensitivity to each
Development Type

Field Scale Solar PV

Energy
400 kV Overhead

Wind Energy
Line

Mobile Masts
Static Caravan/
Chalet Parks

Receptors (both
within and outside of
each Landscape
Character Area)

Visual

Man-made Modern man-made influences are typically

Influences concentrated along the A5 trunk road/tourist route
and B4406, with only scattered rural properties
elsewhere.
Development includes several mobile masts located
centrally and to the west, and a small number of 1t
static caravan/chalet parks to the north east.

Settlement Not applicable

Pattern

Skylines and Skylines within this LCA are relatively simple and

Settings sweeping, punctuated in places by scattered mature
trees and small woodland blocks and strips. The - -
higher mountains of Snowdonia create distinctive
skylines which backdrop views to the west.

Movement Away from the main road corridors movement is
infrequent. N

Visibility, Key | Views are typically open within this LCA with

Views, Vistas elevated viewpoints afforded from higher ground

and Typical affording panoramic scenic views of the nearby

mountain ranges to the west.

Typical receptors include occupiers, users and
visitors to the following:

A Residential properties

A Snowdonia National Park
Open Access Areas
Local attractions and public rights of way
The A5 and A470 tourist routes
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Assessment of Landscape
Sensitivity to each
Development Type

Sensitivity Criteria Characteristics of the LCA

Field Scale Solar PV

Energy
400 kV Overhead

Wind Energy
Line

Mobile Masts
Static Caravan/
Chalet Parks

A The local road network
Views to and These include:

from A Snowdonia National Park

Important A Denbigh Moors Registered Historic
Landscape and Landscape

Cultural A Registered Historic Parks and Gardens
Heritage A ELDP Area of Natural Beauty (Development
Features (both Policy 2)

within and outside of
each Landscape
Character Area)

Condition Not applicable

Scenic Quality | Typically a Moderate-High LANDMAP evaluation
and Character | with some areas Outstanding.

and Experiential

Remoteness/ The road network and small villages provides a
Tranquillity localised level of disturbance in the LCA. Away from
this the landscape is tranquil and sometimes
remote.

Aesthetic, Perceptual




Assessment of Landscape
Sensitivity to each
Development Type

Sensitivity Criteria Characteristics of the LCA | = -
53 | £ |8 |8
- |98 2 (3 |28
s |22 85 ¢ |&8
wow < a ] w O
Landscape The entire LCA falls within the National Park.
Value
(including landscape | Nationally designated features also include Open
related features)
Access Areas.
Small areas defined within ELDP as Area of Natural
Beauty.
Typical Moderate-High LANDMAP evaluation with
some areas Outstanding.
T

Value

Historic Value | Typical Moderate-High LANDMAP evaluation with
some areas Outstanding.

Overall Landscape Sensitivity and Strategy

The following tables provide an overall summary of sensitivity in relation to the relevant development types® (based
on the LCA sensitivity evaluation table), together with the proposed landscape strategy:

25 NOTE: This LCA falls outside the study areas for field-scale solar PV energy and 400 kV overhead line developments, therefore there are no strategies for

these types of development.



WIND ENERGY DEVELOPMENTS

OVERALL SENSITIVITY

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY

The presence of some large conifer plantations to the north locally reduces
sensitivity to this type of development.

Although the large scale of this undulating landscape may also be indicative of a
lowered sensitivity to wind energy development this is counterbalanced by the
presence of complex field patterns and semi-natural wooded river banks found in
parts of this area. Infrequent movement and a lack of modern development
enhances the sense of tranquillity and, together with the open nature of the
landscape and a high degree of intervisibility with other sensitive LCAs further
increases the overall sensitivity to wind energy development. Additionally, the
LCA’s designation as a National Park reinforces sensitivity.

Landscape Objective

Landscape Protection

Baseline Development

No existing or consented wind energy developments

Indicative Overall Capacity

Typically no capacity for wind energy developments (with the exception of a
limited number of domestic to micro scale wind energy developments which
should relate well to existing settlement/buildings and which are outside of the
ELDP Area of Natural Beauty.)

MOBILE MASTS

OVERALL SENSITIVITY

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY

The presence of some large conifer plantations to the north and a number of
existing mobile masts located along the A5 other roads bordering this LCA, locally
reduces sensitivity to this type of development.

This is counterbalanced by the presence complex field patterns and semi-natural
wooded river banks found in other parts of this area. There is also strong sense
of tranquillity throughout much of the LCA which, together with the open nature
of the landscape and a high degree of intervisibility with other sensitive LCAs
enhances the overall sensitivity. Additionally, the LCA’s designation as a National
Park reinforces the high sensitivity.

Landscape Objective

Landscape Protection

Baseline Development

5 no. mobile mast developments

Indicative Overall Capacity

Typically no capacity for mobile mast developments within the ELDP Areas of
Natural Beauty (with the exception of limited well sited and designed
camouflaged mobile masts.) However, outside of these areas, that there may
be limited capacity for sensitively sited and well-designed mobile mast
developments.

STATIC CARAVATHALEPARKS AND EXTENSIONS

OVERALL SENSITIVITY

LANDSCAPE STRATEGY

The presence of some large conifer plantations to the north locally reduces
sensitivity to this type of development.

This is counterbalanced by the presence complex field patterns and semi-natural
wooded river banks found in other parts of this area. There is also strong sense
of tranquillity throughout much of the LCA which, together with the open nature
of the landscape and a high degree of intervisibility with other sensitive LCAs
enhances the overall sensitivity. Additionally, the LCA’s designation as a National
Park reinforces the high sensitivity.




Landscape Objective Landscape Protection

Baseline Development 2 no. very small developments

Indicative Overall Capacity

Typically no capacity within the ELDP Area of Natural Beauty for static

caravan/chalet park developments. However, outside of these areas, there
may be capacity for a limited number of sensitively sited, well designed and
very small to small scale static caravan/chalet park developments.

Guidance

The table below provides LCA specific Guidance notes on siting developments to minimise adverse effects.

Guidance Notes on Siting

Wind Energy

Mobile Masts

Static Caravan/
Chalet Parks

and Extensions

Conserve the natural beauty of Snowdonia National Park, its special qualities and its
wider setting. Consider the effects of development on views to and from Snowdonia
National Park. The effect of development outside the National Park boundary needs to be
considered using visualisations. Development must avoid creating a sense of
unacceptable encroachment, encirclement, prominence, or discordance, individually or
cumulatively on the National Park.

Development should respect and conserve the character and setting of the landscape
defined within the ELDP as Areas of Natural Beauty, in particular areas valued for their
remote and wild qualities.

Avoid siting developments on open skylines or hillsides and protect key views,
particularly towards the National Park.

Ensure that developments are clearly separate so that their effect on the perception of
the landscape remains local and there is no collective / cumulative defining influence on
the experience of the landscape. This requires a particularly careful consideration of the
cumulative effects of existing and proposed developments.

Maintain the integrity of Denbigh Moors Registered Historic Landscape.
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Protect the settings of designated and other important cultural heritage features such as
Registered Historic Parks and Gardens; and the key views to and from these features.
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Consider views from residential receptors, particularly those that already have views of
existing modern vertical developments, siting of additional vertical development should
aim to avoid cumulative visual effects.

Avoid cumulative effects on the A5 and A470 tourist routes.
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Site smaller development close to existing buildings to avoid the proliferation of
development within the less developed parts of this LCA.
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Consider the locations of existing and proposed development when planning a new
development to avoid incremental cumulative effect.
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As well as taking into account views from elevated isolated properties, siting should take
into consideration important views from the more densely populated settlement of
Betws-y-Coed. The town is a popular visitor destination with its own visitor attractions
and has a strong connection with the landscape in which it is situated.
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